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Soros reveals urgent mission to 
secure second EU referendum 


Daniel Boffey Brussels 
Richard Partington 


Acampaign to secure a second Brexit 
referendum withina year and save the 
UK from “immense damage” is to be 
launched in days, the philanthropist 
and financier George Soros has 
announced. 

The billionaire founder ofthe Open 
Society Foundation (OSF) said the 
prospect of the UK’s prolonged divorce 
from Brussels could help persuade 
the British public by a “convincing 


margin” that EU membership was in 
their interests. 

Ina speech yesterday ahead of the 
launch of the Best for Britain campaign 
- said to have already attracted 
millions of pounds in donations - 
Soros suggested to an audience in Paris 
that changing the minds of Brit- 
ons would be in keeping with 
“revolutionary times”. 

Best for Britain had already helped to 
persuade parliamentarians to extract 
from Theresa May a meaningful vote 
on the final withdrawal deal, he said, 
and it was time to engage with voters, 


and Brussels, to pave the way for the 
UK to stay in the bloc. It is expected 
to publish its campaign manifesto on 
8 June. 

Earlier this year, Soros moved to 
defy his critics over his £400,000 
donation to Best for Britain by 
pledging an additional £100,000 to 
support efforts to fight Brexit. OSF’s 
total funding for pro-Europe cam- 
paigns and organisations totals more 
than £800,000. 

Soros, 87, said: “Brexit is an 
immensely damaging process, 
harmful to both sides ... divorce willbe 


along process, probably taking more 
than five years. Five years isan eternity 
in politics, especially in revolutionary 
times like the present. 

“Ultimately, it’s up to the British 
people to decide what they want to 
do. It would be better, however, ifthey 
came toa decision sooner rather than 


£800,000 


The total funding for the Open 
Society Foundation’s pro-Europe 
campaigns and organisations 


later. That’s the goal of an initiative 
called the Best for Britain, which I 
support. Best for Britain fought for, 
and helped to win, a meaningful 
parliamentary vote which includes 
the option of not leaving at all. 

“This would be good for Britain 
but would also render Europe a great 
service by rescinding Brexit and not 
creating a hard-to-fill hole in the 
European budget. But the British 
public must express its support by a 
convincing margin in ordertobe taken 
seriously by Europe. That’s what Best 
for Britainis aiming for by engaging the 
electorate. It will publishits manifesto 
in the next few days.” 

Soros said he feared the EU could 
be heading towards another major 
financial crisis triggered by austerity 
and populist political parties intent on 
blowing the bloc apart. 

Sounding the alarm as financial 


markets fell into turmoil 
yesterday amid a deepening 60 
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Victorious return Serena Williams celebrates winning her first round matchatthe French Open 
championship in Paris yesterday. The former world No 1 had not played ata Grand Slam event 
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since giving birth to her daughter last September. Williams - who beat Kristýna Plíšková 7-6, 6-4- 
said: “I trained hard. I'm just happy to have won a match here. I take one day at a time” Sport > 


U-turn over 
anti-terror 
law used 

on migrants 


Amelia Hill 


The government has agreed to stop 
deporting people under an immig- 
ration rule designed to tackle 
terrorism and those judged to be a 
threat to national security, pending a 
review, after the Guardian highlighted 
numerous cases in which the power 
was being misused. 

The news came as the home secre- 
tary, Sajid Javid, admitted yesterday 
that at least 19 highly skilled migrants 
had been forced to leave the country 
under the rule. 

A review of the controversial sec- 
tion 322(5) of the Immigration Act 
was announced ina lettertothe home 
affairs select committee . 

Javid said one person had been 
issued with a visa to return to the UK 
as aresult of ongoing inquiries. He also 
said that all applications for indefi- 
nite leave to remain (ILR) that could 
potentially be refused under the sec- 
tion have been put on hold pending the 
findings of the review, whichis dueto 
be completed by the end the month. 


Javid’s letter to the home 
affairs select committee also 60 
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